Multi-Link Stenting in Acute Myocardial Infarction.
ACS Multi-Linkª stent is a stainless steel balloon expandable stents composed of 12 rings connected by multiple links giving a great flexibility and radial strength. Multi-Link stenting offers good clinical and angiographic results in patients with unstable and stable angina, but there are few reports about Multi-Link stent placement in acute myocardial infarction (AMI). In this study, the experience of Multi-Link stenting during primary PTCA is described. RESULTS: 38 Multi-Link stents were placed in the culprit vessel in 34 patients with AMI. Mean age was 67 +/- 14 years, 25 (74%) were male, 12 (35%) were in Killip class III or IV and 20 (59%) had multi-vessel disease. All 38 Multi-Link stents (100%) could be successfully delivered. Angiographic success was achieved in 32 patients (94%). After stenting, stenosis decreased from 95 +/- 9% to 9 +/- 5% (p < 0.001) and minimal lumen diameter increased from 0.2 +/- 0.5 to 2.9 +/- 0.5 mm (p < 0.001). One patient (3%) suffered a subacute thrombosis requiring a new PTCA, but no patient needed surgical revascularization. Seven patients (20.6%; 95% CI: 8.7Ð37.9%) died during hospitalization, 6 of whom were in cardiogenic shock at admission. Mortality in patients with and without cardiogenic shock at admission was 85.7% (95% CI: 42.1Ð99.6%) and 3.7% (95% CI: 0.1%Ð20.0%) respectively (p < 0.001). CONCLUSION: The Multi-Link stent offers good angiographic results in patients with AMI. The in-hospital mortality in patients without cardiogenic shock at admission is low.